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SURSUM CORDA

Mentre hi hagi en la vida
camps 1 cel, pins i mar;
mentre riguin els ulls

1 les boques s'uneixin

1 les roses d'estiu

a l'hivern es marceixin
per tornar a florir

un nou dia més clar;
mentre hi hagi 'anhel
d'un cami on avancar;
mentre hi hagi companys
que a ple sol m'hi segueixin
-siguin homes o vents-

1 un enigma existeixi

per poder a I'Esfinx

de la Nit preguntar,

tota cosa banal,

tota cosa envilida,
passara pel meu cor

sens deixar-hi veri;

sera pell lo creat,

mal que sigui mentida,

1 ni dol ni rancor

guiara el meu cami.

Seré sempre un infant
encantat de la vida

1 tindré encara, als ulls,
un somris al morir.

MIQUEL DE PALOL
Girona 1885-1965

SURSUM CORDA

Mientras haya en la vida
campos y cielo, pinos y mar,
mientras rian los ojos

y las bocas se unan

y las rosas del verano

se marchiten en invierno
para florecer de nuevo

en un dia mas claro;
mientras exista el anhelo

de un camino por el que avanzar,
mientras haya compafieros
que me sigan por €l a pleno sol
—sean hombres o vientos—
y exista un enigma

para poder preguntar

a la Esfinge de la Noche,
toda cosa banal,

toda cosa envilecida

pasara por mi corazon

sin dejar veneno en él.

Serd bello lo creado

aunque sea mentira

y ni la malicia ni el rencor
guiardn mi camino.

Seré siempre un nifio
encantado de la vida

y al morir tendré todavia
una sonrisa en los 0jos.

MIQUEL DE PALOL
Girona 1885-1965



Program notes

Sursum corda (Lift Up Your Hearts), scored for mezzo-soprano, baritone, and four
percussionists is an ode to optimism, an expression of hope in life. Divided in two
sections, the first part features a constant 16"-note motion in the percussion over the text
sung by the mezzo-soprano. This incessant motion, representing a desire to live is
counterbalanced in the second section, when the baritone joins in a duet the mezzo-
soprano. This second and last section, featuring other percussion instruments, transforms
the loss of hope in our lives into an exhortation to experience our lives to their fullest
possible and enjoy their beauty. Both singers join at the end with the encouraging lines by
Miquel de Palol: “I will always be a child, loving life and when I die, I will have a smile
in my eyes.”
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Percussion 1

Sursum corda

for mezzo-soprano, baritone, and 4 percussionists

Poem:

Music:

Miquel de Palol Jorge Ml;sfifz
(1885-1965) . = 2003
Tranquillo (+=60) (2003)
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Percussion 1

Molto lento (J=40)
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Percussion 2

Poem:

Sursum corda

for mezzo-soprano, baritone, and 4 percussionists

Miquel de Palol
(1885-1965)

)

Tranquillo (J=60)

soft mallets

Music:
Jorge Muiiiz
(2003)
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Percussion 3

Sursum corda

for mezzo-soprano, baritone, and 4 percussionists

Poem: Music:
Miquel de Palol Jorge Muiiiz
(1885-1965) ) (2003)
Tranquillo (J=60)
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Percussion 4

Sursum corda

for mezzo-soprano, baritone, and 4 percussionists

Poem: Music:
Miquel de Palol Jorge Muiiiz
(1885-1965) (2003)
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