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Nun curruncho do Olimpo, certo dia 

Que o dios fillo de Venus e de Marte, 

Inda neno e sin xeito no seu arte, 

No manexo do arco se impoñía, 

botóu man dunha frecha afiada e forte 

e ó ceo a dirixeu tan por dereito, 

 con tan cativa sorte, 

que, ó cáir, encravóuselle no peito. 

Amor, de amor ferido, 

 quixoese do dolor cun ¡ai! Sentido, 

Agre e doce, ridor e lastimeiro... 

¡E foi este salaio de Cupido 

o madrigal primeiro 

  

  

  

 The First Madrigal

  

In a corner of Olympus, one day 

the son-god of Venus and Mars, 

still a boy and without much art 

in the handling of the bow, 

threw with his hand a sharp and strong arrow 

straight to the sky, 

with such luck, 

that, when it fell, it struck his chest. 

Love, wounded with love, 

he moaned of pain with a heartfelt ¡ay!, 

sweet and sour, of laugh and pity… 

And this, the sob of Cupid 

was the first madrigal! 
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