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Program Notes

            Stabat Mater is a work inspired in the centennial tradition, a dramatic work of large proportions, a forty-minute oratorio 

for contralto, mixed chorus, and chamber orchestra. This work at times could be considered operatic for what is required of the 

performers, including the soloist. Its message of hope (from a faith perspective) as well as its dramatic fabric are two important 

elements of this work. There are three elements, three characters in the score: the contralto represents the mother who has lost a 

child, who is represented by the orchestra, and the chorus, acting as a Greek chorus symbolizing humanity. The text sung by the 

chorus is an excerpt from the medieval text Stabat Mater, a prayer for hope from all of us. Hope is, after all, what is left to us 

by the end of the work. 

This composition treats the 13th century extant poem, Stabat Mater, dedicated to Mary, the mother of Jesus, as she endures the 

death of her son. She reflects on pain, mourning, being left behind, and sorrow. At the same time, it presents a novel approach 

to the text: among its verses he intersperses a poem by Gabriela Mistral, a selection of her Sonnets of Death, sung in Spanish by 

a contralto. This inclusion brings our humanity to the composition, making the subject matter close to us all. 
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TEXTS

Different translations provided. Text by Gabriela Mistral

CONTRALTO: (SOLO)Malas manos tomaron tu vida desde el día 

en que, a una señal de astros, dejara su 

Plantel nevado de azucenas. En gozo florecía.

Malas manos entraron trágicamente en él...

 

Bad hands took your life since the day

When, after a signal from the stars, he left

The snowed seed-plot of lilies. In joy he flourished.

Bad hands tragically entered in him…

CHORUS:

1 Stabat Mater dolorosa iuxta crucem lacrimosa dum pendebat Filius 

The grieving Mother stood weeping beside the cross where her Son was hanging 

At the cross her station keeping, stood the mournful mother weeping, close to Jesus to the last 

  

2 Cuius animam gementem contristatem et dolentem pertransivit gladius 

  

Through her weeping soul, compassionate and grieving, a sword passed. 

Through her heart, his sorrow sharing, all his bitter anguish bearing, Lo! the piercing sword had passed. 

3 O quam tristis et afflicta fuit illa benedicta Mater Unigeniti  

O how sad and afflicted was that blessed Mother of the Only-begotten! 

Oh how sad and sore distressed was that mother highly blessed, of the sole-begotten One! 

4 Quae moerebat et dolebat et tremebat cum videbat nati poenas incliti 

   Quae moerebat et dolebat Pia Mater dum videbat nati poenas incliti 

  

Who mourned and grieved and trembled looking at the torment of her glorious Child 

Who mourned and grieved, the pious Mother, looking at the torment of her glorious Child 

Mournful, with heart's prostration, Mother meek, the bitter Passion, saw she of Her glorious Son. 

5 Quis est homo qui non fleret Matri Christi si videret in tanto supplicio? 

Who is the person who would not weep seeing the Mother of Christ in such agony? 

Who on Christ's dear Mother gazing, in Her trouble so amazing, Born of woman, would not weep? 

6 Quis non posset contristari Matrem Christi contemplari dolentum cum filio? 

Who would not be able to feel compassion on beholding Christ's Mother suffering with her Son? 

Who on Christ's dear Mother thinking, Such a cup of sorrow drinking, Would not share Her sorrow deep? 

  

7 Pro peccatis suae gentis vidit Iesum in tormentis et flagellis subditum 

  

For the sins of his people she saw Jesus in torment and subjected to the scourge. 

For His people's sins rejected, Saw her Jesus unprotected, Saw with thorns, with scourges rent. 

8 Vidit suum dulcem natum moriendo desolatum dum emisit spiritum 

She saw her sweet offspring dying, forsaken, while He gave up his spirit 

Saw Her Son from judgement taken, Her Beloved in death forsaken, Till His Spirit forth he sent. 
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CONTRALTO: (intercalated lines with chorus 9 – 13) 

Y yo dije al Señor: - "Por las sendas mortales

le llevan ¡Sombra amada que no saben guiar!

¡Arráncalo, Señor, a esas manos fatales 

o le hundes en el largo sueño que sabes dar!

And I told the Lord: By the mortal paths 

They are taking him. Loving Shadow, they don’t know how to guide!

Root him out, Lord, from those fatal hands

Or you are sinking him in the long sleep that you know how to give!

CHORUS:

9 Eia Mater, fons amoris, me sentire vim doloris fac ut tecum lugeam 

O Mother, fountain of love, make me feel the power of sorrow, that I may grieve with you 

Fount of love and holy sorrow, Mother, may my spirit borrow, Somewhat of Your woe profound. 

 

10 Fac ut ardeat cor meum in amando Christum Deum ut sibi complaceam 

Grant that my heart may burn in the love of Christ my Lord, that I may greatly please Him 

Unto Christ with pure emotion, Raise my contrite heart's devotion, To read love in every wound. 

  

11 Sancta Mater, istud agas, crucifixi fige plagas cordi meo valide  

Holy Mother, grant that the wounds of the Crucified drive deep into my heart. 

Those Five Wounds on Jesus smitten, Mother! in my heart be written, Deep as in your own they be. 

12 Tui nati vulnerati tam dignati pro me pati poenas mecum divide 

That of your wounded Son, who so deigned to suffer for me, I may share the pain 

You, Your Savior's Cross did bare, You, Your Son's rebuke did share, Let me share them both with thee. 

13 Fac me vere tecum flere crucifixo condolere donec ego vixero

     Fac me tecum pie flere crucifixo condolere donec ego vixero 

Let me sincerely weep with you, bemoan the Crucified, for as long as I live 

Let me, pious one, weep with you, bemoan the Crucified, for as long as I live 

Let me mingle tears with thee, mourning Him Who mourned for me, all the days that I may live. 

In the Passion of my Maker, Be my sinful soul partaker, Weep 'till death and weep with You 

CONTRALTO: (CHORUS 14-15/ALTO/CHORUS 16-17)

¡No le puedo gritar, no le puedo seguir!

Su barca empuja un negro viento de 

tempestad.

Retórnalo a mis brazos o le siegas en flor".

 

I couldn’t shout him, I couldn’t follow him!

His boat pushes a black wind of 

storm.

Get him back to my arms or you are stopping his flourishing.
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CHORUS:

14 Iuxta crucem tecum stare te libenter sociare in planctu desidero 

     Iuxta crucem tecum stare et me tibi sociare in planctu desidero 

To stand beside the cross with you, and gladly share the weeping, this I desire 

To stand beside the cross with you, and to join you in your weeping, this I desire 

By the cross with thee to stay, there with thee to weep and pray, this of thee I ask to give. 

Mine with you be that sad station, There to watch the great salvation, Wrought upon the atoning Tree.

 

15 Virgo virginum praeclara mihi iam non sis amara fac me tecum plangere 

Chosen Virgin of virgins, be not bitter with me, let me weep with thee 

 Virgin, you of virgin fairest, May the bitter woe Thou bearest, Make on me impression deep. 

16 Fac ut portem Christi mortem passionis eius sortem et plagas recolere

     Fac ut portem Christi mortem passionis fac consortem et plagas recolere 

Grant that I may bear the death of Christ, the fate of his Passion, and commemorate His wounds 

Grant that I may bear the death of Christ, share his Passion, and commemorate His wounds 

Let me, to my latest breath, in my body bear the death of that dying Son of thine. 

Thus Christ's dying may I carry, With him in His Passion tarry, And His Wounds in memory keep. 

17 Fac me plagis vulnerari cruce hac inebriari ob amorem filii

     Fac me plagis vulnerari fac me cruce inebriari et cruore filii 

Let me be wounded with his wounds, inebriated by the cross because of love for the Son 

Let me be wounded with his wounds, let me be inebriated by the cross and your Son's blood 

Wounded with his every wound, steep my soul till it hath swooned in His very blood away. 

May His Wound both wound and heal me, He enkindle, cleanse, strengthen me, By His Cross my 

hope and stay. 

CONTRALTO: (FINAL ARIA)

Se detuvo la barca rosa de su vivir... 

¿Que no sé del amor, que no tuve piedad?

¡Tú, que vas a juzgarme, lo comprendes, 

Señor! 

The pink boat of his life stopped

That I don’t know about love, that I didn’t have pity?

You, you who are going to judge me, you understand,

Lord!

CHORUS:

18 Inflammatus et accensus, per te, Virgo, sim defensus in die iudicii

     Flammis ne urar succensus, per te, Virgo, sim defensus in die iudicii

     Flammis orci ne succendar, per te, Virgo, fac, defendar in die iudicii 

Inflame and set on fire, may I be defended by you, Virgin, on the day of judgement 

Lest I burn, set afire by flames, Virgin, may I be defended by you, on the day of judgement 

Lest I be set afire by flames of death, Virgin, may I be defended by you, on the day of judgement 

Thus aflame with fire of love, shield me, Virgin, from above, when I hear the Judgement call 

All my heart, enflamed and burning, Saviour, now to Thee is turning; shield me in the Judgement Day 

Be to me, o Virgin, nigh, lest in flames I burn and die, in that awful judgment day. 

May He, when the mountains quiver, from that flame which burns forever, shield me on the Judgement Day. 
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19 Fac me cruce custodiri morte Christi praemuniri confoveri gratia

     Christe cum sit hinc (iam) exire da per matrem me venire ad palmam vicoriae 

Let me be guarded by the cross, armed by Christ's death and His grace cherish me 

Christ, when it is time to pass away, grant that through your Mother I may come to the palm of victory

By Thy Cross may I be guarded, meritless - yet be rewarded through Thy grace, O living Way 

Christ, when thou shalt call me hence, be Thy mother my defense, be Thy cross my victory. 

Jesus, may your Cross defend me, And your Mother's prayer befriend me; Let me die in Your embrace

 

20 Quando corpus morietur fac ut animae donetur paradisi gloria.  

When my body dies, grant that to my soul is given the glory of paradise.

When to dust my dust returns, Grant a soul, that to You yearns, In Your paradise a place.

Amen (Chorus) – Señor! + Amen (together) (Alto)
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