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Program Notes

This new song cycle for tenor and piano celebrates de 450th Anniversary of Shakespeare.

The text of this work is based on five soliloquies on diverse aspects of love as portrayed by

leading male characters from Shakespeare’s plays. The songs include "Romeo”

(infatuation), "Falstaff” (the womanizer), "Orsino" (passionate and impetuous), "Iago"

(jealousy), and "Antony” (eternal love). My settings of Shakespeare’s famous soliloquies are

set without any reference to their original periods. They are set in quintessentially

American vernacular sound, as if listeners are watching a modern American setting of each

Shakespearean play.  For example, I imagine Iago in a production of Othello set on Wall

Street, circa 2014, in his speech plotting his jealous rage using Cassio. My Iago music

features blue jazz chords and sinister funk bass in the piano, minimalistic hip-hop rhythm

with dramatic tempo changes, and portamento phrasing in the vocal line. Shakespeare’s

Love is intentionally operatic, giving the tenor plenty of vocal weight to act each character,

supported by a vast range of orchestral painting from the piano. 

To Dr. Paul R. Herman, Dr. Diane Musgrave, and David Needleman, with great appreciation
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Texts

1.  Romeo (Infatuation) 

  

But, soft! what light through yonder window breaks? 

It is the east, and Juliet is the sun. 

  

Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon, 

Who is already sick and pale with grief, 

That thou her maid art far more fair than she: 

Be not her maid, since she is envious; 

Her vestal livery is but sick and green 

And none but fools do wear it; cast it off. 

  

It is my lady, O, it is my love! 

O, that she knew she were! 

She speaks yet she says nothing: what of that? 

Her eye discourses; I will answer it. 

I am too bold, 'tis not to me she speaks: 

Two of the fairest stars in all the heaven, 

Having some business, do entreat her eyes 

To twinkle in their spheres till they return. 

  

What if her eyes were there, they in her head? 

  

The brightness of her cheek would shame those stars, 

As daylight doth a lamp; her eyes in heaven 

Would through the airy region stream so bright 

That birds would sing and think it were not night. 

  

 See, how she leans her cheek upon her hand! 

O, that I were a glove upon that hand, 

That I might touch that cheek!

  

2. Falstaff (Womanizing) 

  

O, she did so course o'er my exteriors with such a greedy intention, 

that the appetite of her eye did seem to scorch me up like a burning-glass! 

Here's another letter to her: she bears the purse too; 

she is a region in Guiana, all gold and bounty. 

  

I will be cheater to them both, and they shall be exchequers to me; 

they shall be my East and West Indies, and I will trade to them both. 

Go bear thou this letter to Mistress Page; 

and thou this to Mistress Ford: we will thrive, lads, we will thrive. 



3. Orsino (Passionate, Impetuous) 

  

If music be the food of love, play on; 

Give me excess of it, that, surfeiting, 

The appetite may sicken, and so die. 

That strain again! it had a dying fall: 

O, it came o'er my ear like the sweet sound, 

That breathes upon a bank of violets, 

Stealing and giving odour! Enough; no more: 

'Tis not so sweet now as it was before. 

  

  

4. Iago (Jealousy) 

  

That Cassio loves her, I do well believe it; 

That she loves him, 'tis apt and of great credit: 

The Moor, howbeit that I endure him not, 

Is of a constant, loving, noble nature, 

And I dare think he'll prove to Desdemona 

A most dear husband. Now, I do love her too; 

Not out of absolute lust, though peradventure 

I stand accountant for as great a sin, 

But partly led to diet my revenge, 

  

For that I do suspect the lusty Moor 

Hath leap'd into my seat; the thought whereof 

Doth, like a poisonous mineral, gnaw my inwards; 

And nothing can or shall content my soul 

Till I am even'd with him, wife for wife, 

Or failing so, yet that I put the Moor 

At least into a jealousy so strong 

That judgment cannot cure. Which thing to do, 

If this poor trash of Venice, whom I trash 

For his quick hunting, stand the putting on, 

I'll have our Michael Cassio on the hip, 

Abuse him to the Moor in the rank garb— 

For I fear Cassio with my night-cap too— 

Make the Moor thank me, love me and reward me. 

  

For making him egregiously an ass 

And practising upon his peace and quiet 

Even to madness. 'Tis here, but yet confused: 

Knavery's plain face is never seen till used. 



5. Antony (Eternal Love) 

  

I will o'ertake thee, Cleopatra, and 

Weep for my pardon. So it must be, for now 

All length is torture: since the torch is out, 

Lie down, and stray no farther: now all labour 

Mars what it does; yea, very force entangles 

Itself with strength: seal then, and all is done. 

  

I come, my queen: Stay for me: 

Where souls do couch on flowers, we'll hand in hand, 

And with our sprightly port make the ghosts gaze: 

Dido and her AEneas shall want troops, 

And all the haunt be ours. 
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